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" he penpheral natlons always p y' the heavxest toll. }
,'gThe tragx'_ course” of Cambodla s “history after
Hem'y Kissinger’s extensxon of .the war in South7_.

~* east Asxa‘ns'only one mstam.e of this pnnmple.

v__«Klssmger s conduct'of American f oreign policy was marked ‘
< by repeated lesser-known interventions,= both .covert’ and
mxhtary, in the affaxrs ‘of numerous countnes. {

e “There  were: manymdeshows, and ‘one of them waszin’

Bangladesh szsmgers role thh r&spect to that hardly
rotxced country,-whxch was bom ont of the bloody cml war
‘0f 197071, ‘raises’ addmonal dxsturbmg quesnons about the *
cymcal assumptrons ‘that mﬂuenoed our foreign policy dur-
ing-ithe szsmger years.»One result of Kissinger’s “nlt
pohcy toward Paklstan s m:htary regime. ‘during that- cml

" war was to help prolong a conflict that ulumately claimed |
nearly a rmllxon '(;asualtxes andfcrmted more than’ exght

million refugees :_And yet, in- 1arge*mutsure because: Asxan

rather than Amencan ‘blood was ; spilled,” the record of sz- -
smger s covert 'naneuvenng i Bangladesh has- remamed

‘Endowment for;_Internatxonal wamake it possnble to
:reconstruct the covert facet-of. the :tilt policy. To Kassmger,
. Bangladesh was an irritant threatemng to.upset more impor- -
- tant: global reahgnments already In: monon, and sohe set
Mabout by secret “diplomacy,.to: “break up the Banglad&sh
Awamn League, whnch ‘was m -the forefront of that country s

+ Whati L is pamcularly startling, : owever, about this new in
. formanon“.' is that'a coup d” etat. four years later: (on—August
.1:. 15, 1975) which overthrew thesocxal democratic Govemmem

& of Shetk- MUjlbul‘ Rahman was orgamzed by the same nght— .

21 June 1980

wmg chque that camed out:repmted secret contacts wrth—
gawing c
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“Pakistani Armyi cracked down on Mujibur Rahman's aemo- |
- cratic.movement, dnvmg Pakxstan into a civil war, that re-.
:sulted in the creanon of a new: nation,. Bangladesh' : of
‘the ashes of the former East’ Pakistan.ss X
Within - the Amencan State: Department. these‘events‘
:created a- severe -and’ open- nft.f Desptt“- mass killings in
;Dacca carried out wrth Amerxam-supphed weapons,. szsmf
‘ger’and his: national security- aide: for: South. Asia, Harold |
:Saunders;. supported “the Pakxstam- Junta' and maintained a
txlr policy,: whxch‘ resulted ina. bxtte:r~ dlsagreement in.the
forexgn servicel: Twenty U.S.: consular “offi cxajs, led. by
;Archer Blood the_consul genera& in Daocz ;.cabled from
East, Pakzstan thelr couectwe dxss: Lo :

“‘,Our oovernment has falled todenounce the suppressmn. .
.of democracy. Our govemment.has failed to take forceful. ;,
“measures to protect its citizens while atthe same time bend- -
'ing ‘over_ backwards.to placate’ the-West. Pak dorninated’ -
‘govemment - our covernment “has-evidenced what"_
“many will consxdcr moral bankruptcy, uonxcally at a-time - |
‘when the U.S.S.R. sent President Yahya a message defend~'."~'
ting democracy,icondemning the:arrest. of a leader.of: a;.

d-mocratrcally elected majontyparty- o

This passxonate mdxctment - against Tmassacte was. 1gnored by
szsmger_ During the: spring of. 1971 ‘the ovemdmg pnonty
~of U. S.: policy ‘in.South Asxa was Kissinger’s plan for a
dramatic shift in Sino-American relations. On July 9, in the’
- midst of Pakistan’s civil war, he would travel secretly in a
. Pakistani. aircraft from Islamabad to. Peking.: Kissinger’s

own. political. prospects within the Nixon. Admxmstranon i
were hinged on. thls~venture.,All other quesuons took a |
subordinate position.. < - |
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